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DESIGN SUMMIT 

TECH CONFERENCE

VIRTUAL 
EXPERIENCES 

S.M.E PANEL | CAREER PANEL

HBCU STUDENT CONFERENCE
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PAINT PARTY   

INTERATIVE DESIGN CLASSES

VIRTUAL COOKOUT 

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS

VIRTUAL 
EXPERIENCES 

NON-PROFIT GALA

YOGA &  BREATHING 

HEADWRAP TUTORIAL
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3 BEST PRACTICES 
FOR CREATING YOUR
VIRTUAL EXPERIENCES
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PLAN
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• Goal of Event and     
Experience

• Size and Type of 
Audience 

• Length of Time 

• Fee or Free
PLAN
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PARTICIPATE
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• Attendee Interaction 
and Engagement 

• Host Interaction and 
Engagement 

PARTICIPATE

• Before, During & After 
Event
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PLATFORM
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PLATFORM
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PLATFORM

© 2020 Renee Reid



PLATFORM
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PLATFORM
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PLATFORM
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PLAN
PARTICIPATE
PLATFORM
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HYBRID EVENTS
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HYBRID 
EVENTS

• Connect the Experiences

• Have separate or 
different  programing  

• Think about permanent 
Hybrid Events
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Virtual Gala | 
Opportunity Junction  
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The
Imagine

Gala 
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The
Imagine

Gala 
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Virtual Gala 
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Messaging
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2019 In Person 2020 Virtual 
Held at a Country Club Zoom

200 local attendees 100 attendees  (across US)

3 HOURS 1 HOUR

All presenters were Live
in person

Combination of  Videos 
and Live content

5 months of planning 8 Weeks of planning
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2019 In Person 2020 Virtual 
Onsite Auction Virtual Auction

Mailers and Flyers Email, Mailers, Phone

Total raised $80,000 Total raised $120,000
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Greater Giving  
Virtual Auction Site 
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Greater Giving  
Virtual Auction Site 
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Goal of the 
Gala was 
very clear
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KEY
TAKEAWAYS

• Multiple Presenters & Multi- Media 
help break up the event

• Plan a Run of Show rehearsal and 
having a Script are essential

• Having designated people to 
manage chat & tech is extremely 
beneficial 

• Before, During and After Event 
Experiences helped with engagement 
and awareness © 2020 Renee Reid



KEY
TAKEAWAYS

• Multiple Presenters & Multi- Media 
help break up the event

• Cross platform experiences ( YouTube, 
Zoom, Greater Giving) helped 
differentiate event 

• Low Tech. High Impact. 

• Having a committed & enthusiastic 
team and people to create with is 
CLUTCH  
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QUIZ
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PLAN
PARTICIPATE
PLATFORM



BE CREATIVE HAVE FUN
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OBSTACLE
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OPPORTUNITY
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Resources to Look Up 
Platforms
Hopin https://hopin.to/
Streamyard https://streamyard.com/
OBS Streaming
Zoom https://zoom.us/

Virtual Events Examples: Imagine Gala
Pre Gala event : MockTails & CockTails 
Imagine Gala: Virtual Event 

Other Resources
Greater Giving Online Auction  
Virtual Event Best Practices
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https://hopin.to/
https://hopin.to/
https://streamyard.com/
https://streamyard.com/
https://obsproject.com/
https://obsproject.com/
https://zoom.us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=qbXGJoKIR3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=J0hG5VVdtuY&t=1s
https://www.greatergiving.com/en
https://www.greatergiving.com/en
https://www.eventbrite.com/blog/11-virtual-event-ideas/


Event Reminders 
• Be intentional about your event & experience. Make it worth 

your and your audience's time. 

• Extra hands go a long way. Organize and Execute with other people 
when able. Have multiple presenters, chat moderators, someone to help 
with tech etc.  

• Novice: Start small. Do several small events then build. Expert: Consider 
larger events on more robust platforms that add more experiences, 
branding and polish.   

• Create templates that you can reuse. Zoom backgrounds, email/invite 
communications, scripts, event format.  

• Think about how you are going to engage your audience, Before, 
During and After an event. 
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THANK YOU
RENEE REID © 2020 Renee Reid


